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as it was declared, by a manifest divine judgement, the
front part appeared behind, the hinder part before.
Upon this the assembly burst into derisive laughter.
At that instant the gates, which had been closed, were
forcibly broken open, a hired soldiery rushed in with
drawn swords, and surrounding Octavian carried him
forth in state. Koland (Alexander III.) and the car-
dinals of his faction were glad to escape with their lives,
but reached a stronghold fortified and garrisoned for
their reception near St. Peter's/ and for nine days they
lay concealed and in security from their enemies.
Octavian, in the mean time, assumed the name of
Victor IV.: he was acknowledged as lawful Pope by a
great part of the senators and people* The Prangipani
then rallied the adverse party; Alexander was rescued
from his imprisonment or blockade.

On the other side, Victor, and the Cardinals of his;
faction, thus relate the proceedings of the election*.
The Cardinals, when they entered the conclave, solemnly
pledged themselves to proceed with calm deliberation,,
to ascertain the opinion of each with grave impartiality,
not to proceed to the election without the general assent
of all But in a secret synod held at Anagni, during-
the lifetime of Hadrian, the anti-imperialist Cardinals,
who had urged the pope to excommunicate Frederick,,
had taken an oath to elect one of their own party.
This conspiracy was organised and maintained by the
gold of William of Sicily* In direct infringement of
the solemn compact, made before the commencement of
the proceedings, they had suddenly by acclamation
attempted to force the election of the Cardinal Roland,
The division was of nine to fourteen; they acknow*

It was called the " rmmitio ecclesice Sancti Potri."
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